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PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

by 

Nichola Engle, PP, PLS 

 
How Does Our 
Garden Grow? 

 
 
What a wonderful time we had 

at Bosses’ Night.   It was truly nice to 
see the camaraderie between the bosses 
and secretaries.  Thank you to all of 
those who were an essential part of the 
celebration of Bosses’ Night.  We had 
so many volunteers, and so many of 
them stepped in without being 
approached. I want to say--A special 
thank you to Laura Stevenson who 
spearheaded the event.   
 

We had some wonderful door 
prizes that were handed out.  Everyone 
had such a wonderful time.  I heard a 
lot of visiting and laughing.  Congrats 
to Jaime Munoz for Outstanding New 
Member and to Judge Gray for Boss of 
the Year.   

 
If you were unable to attend 

please mark your calendar for next 
year.  Also, if you feel like this is an 
event that you would like to volunteer  

 
 
to assist with, plan ahead for next year 
and let someone know.   
 

Bosses’ Night has been a long 
standing tradition for KCLSA and it 
just seems to keep getting better and 
better.  It is a time for us to give just a 
little bit back to those who employ us 
and support us.  It is also a time for us 
to get to know our bosses a little bit 
better outside of the hustle and bustle 
of the work place.  I hope you all 
enjoyed the events of the night as 
much as I did.  Thank you again to all 
of you for everything. 
 

  Nicci 
 



 

 

From the Executive Director 

NALS appreciates all our members and your continued dedication to the association. Just as you show us your 
overwhelming dedication, we also want to show you our support and dedication in your time of need. If you are a 
continuing member of NALS and are unemployed at the time of renewal and payment of your dues creates a 
hardship for you, NALS will waive your dues for one year. You only need to fill out this form and submit it to 
Saundra Bates at the NALS Resource Center. Be sure to utilize your NALS network and resources during your job 
search, and together we can create a brighter tomorrow. 
 
Tammy L. Hailey, CAE 
NALS Executive Director 
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Elected Officers 

2011 – 2012 
 
President  ............................... Nicci Engle, PP, PLS 
Nichola@shepherdelderlaw.com    (816) 505-1999 
 
Vice President .................................... Jaime Munoz  
jmunoz@sls-law.com                       (816) 931-0500  
 
Secretary ................................ Robin Bish, PP, PLS 
rbish@sls-law.com                         (816) 931-0500 
 
Treasurer .......................... Peggy Sullivan, PP, PLS 
psullivan@shb.com                         (816) 559-2157 
 
Service Director ........................... Marcia Gathright 
MGathright@session.com           816-842-4949 
 
Education Director ….Micki Warnecker, PP, PLS 
MWarnecker@shb.com                   (816) 474-6550 
 
Finance Director………………….Maria Majia, ALS 
Maria_kesslerlaw@kc.rr.com          (913) 621-4400 
 
NALS Liaison .............. Michelle Haughey, PP, PLS 
mhaughey@sirosmithdickson.com       (816) 308-1657 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Code of Ethics 

Members of NALS are bound by the objectives of 
this association and the standards of conduct 
required of the legal profession.  Every member 
shall: 
 Encourage respect for the law and the 

administration of justice; 
 Observe rules governing privileged 

communications and confidential information; 
 Promote and exemplify high standards of 

loyalty, cooperation an courtesy; 
 Perform all duties of the profession with 

integrity and competence; and 
 Pursue a high order of professional 

attainment. 
 

 

Mission Statement 
NALS is dedicated to enhancing the 
competencies and contributions of members in 
the legal service profession.  It accomplishes its 
mission and supports the public interest through: 
 Continuing legal education and resource 

materials; 
 Networking opportunities at the local, 

state, regional and national levels; 
 Commitment to a Code of Ethics & 

Professional Responsibility; and 
 Professional certification programs and 

designations. 

 
Brief on Appeal Editor: 

Laura J. Stevenson, P LS 
Van Osdol & Magruder, PC 

911 Main St., Suite 2400 
Kansas City, MO 64105 

ljstevenson@vomer.com  
Phone: 816-421-0644         Fax: 816-421-0758 
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HONORING SPECIAL MEMBERS 
KCLSA HONORARY MEMBERS                              KCLSA LIFE MEMBERS 
 
                                                                                Kristen Bailey 
              John M. Bowen                                                   Ruth French 
  The Honorable Thomas C. Clark                                         Miriam Gemperle 
                Dwight Elliott                                                               Rita Hallowell 
            Brianne Hampton                                                 Michelle Haughey, PP, PLS 
             Cherie Kennedy                                                         Linda Hoffman, PLS 
           Mary Ann McClure                                      Diane Kennedy, PP, PLS 
                Mike Murphy                                                   Marian Neal, Barbara Nelson 
         Honorable Thomas Sims                           Judy O’Hara 
           Patrick Young                       Janice Rider 
                                                                                                  Carrie Tyner, PLS 
                 Peggy Sullivan, PP, PLS 

NALS LIFE MEMBERS 
Delores Champ, PP, PLS 

Linda Hoffman, PLS 
Martha Miller, PLS 

BRIEF BUDDIES!! 
 

DONATE YOUR $5.00 TO SEE YOUR NAME 
HERE!!! 

 
Peggy Sullivan        Janice Rider          Donna Young        Patrick Young   
        Dee Champ                      Joyce Bassett               Nicci Engle   

 
These people have pledged their support to KCLSA by donating $5.00 to our 

treasury.  If you’d like to show your support and have your name listed 
above every month in the Brief on Appeal, please notify the Editor and 

forward your $5.00 to our Treasurer. 
 

    
 



 

 

  
 
 

KCLSA IS HOSTING NALS OF MISSOURI 2012 WINTER BOARD 

KCLSA will be hosting the Winter Membership Meeting on February 10-11, 2011, at the 
Holiday Inn Express & Suites Sports Complex Area, 8551 E. Blue Parkway, Kansas City, 
Missouri 64133 (close to 435 and 350 Hwy, Raytown). This is a very new hotel located near I-
435 and Hwy 350 (southeast part of Kansas City).  Our theme is “Escape on a Winter Cruise.”  
Even though some preliminary planning has been done, there are still many areas in which you 
can become involved.  We will have a short meeting after the November chapter meeting, but I 
would love to hear from you before then if you would like to help.  If you have never been to a 
state meeting, this is a fun way to get involved and find out what it’s all about! 
 
Some of the areas we are working on include: 

• Obtain speakers (we need 4 for Saturday per the agenda below) 
• Nametags 
• Manning the reservation table on Friday afternoon and Saturday morning  
• Boodle bags (Michelle Haughey) 
• Friday night welcome party (Diane Kennedy) 

o Charity 
o Games? Activities? 
o Food 

• Saturday 
o Do we want a color guard? 
o Lunch 

 Table decorations 
 Favors 

• Saturday evening  
o Usually organize outing to a restaurant.  Plaza? Not a bad drive from the hotel. 

 

 
 



 

 

 
Friday, February 10 

2:00 – 4:00 pm NALS Board of Directors Meeting  
3:00 -  5:30 pm Registration  
4:00 – 5:30 pm Certification  
6:30 – 8:00 pm Welcome Reception  

Saturday, February 11 
 8:30 –  9:00 Registration  
 9:00 –  9:15  Welcome – opening remarks  
 9:15 – 10:30 1st speaker  
10:30 – 10:45 Break  
10:45 – 12:00 2nd speaker  
   
12:00 – 1:15 Luncheon  
   
1:15 – 2:30 3rd speaker  
2:30 – 2:45 Break  
2:45 – 3:45 4th speaker  
   
3:45 – 4:00 Set up for business meeting  
4:00 – 5:00 Business meeting  
   
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Dee Champ was recently inducted into the Beta Beta Psi Chapter  of the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society 
at Madison Area Technical College, Madison, Wisconsin, through which she is taking on-line classes. 



 

 

 
 

SERVICE REPORT 
Please see the thank you below from Michelle Greubel …. 
 

 
 

Please keep her and her family in your thoughts and prayers. 
 

******************************** 
 
 
Our October book drive did not go too well and I received approximately 10 books. Therefore, I 
just donated them to my local library and they were excited to receive them as they receive 
donations all year long. 
 
It was suggested that our next project be a “hands-on” with Harvesters where we would be filling 
backpacks with food for kids who do not always have lunch and/or food to eat when they arrive 
home after school. I am still checking into that to find out the when, where and what time(s) are 
available and hopefully will know something by the time of our next membership meeting.  
 
As always, please give me a call at 816/841-6416 if you have any suggestions and/or projects 
you would like to do or contribute to or shoot me an email mgathright@session.com. 
 
 

Marcia L. Gathright 
Service Director 

mailto:mgathright@session.com


 

 

 
October 24 Deborah Kilp 

Apologies to Deborah for my oversight in not getting her special day listed 
  
  

November 6 Jessica R. Keeshan PLS 
November 17 Ruth Leonard 
November 24 Robin M. Bish PP, PLS 
November 29 Wendy Mentzer 

 

 
November 3 Mary Ellen Davis ALS 3 years 
November 15 Jamie P. Ensign 7 years 
November 17 Cynthia Batts 3 years 
November 19 Jaime Munoz 2 years 
November 29 Maria A. Mejia ALS 1 year 
November 30 Robin Myers 2 years 

 
Hope your days are full of fun & laughter 

 
 

If I’ve missed anyone it’s because your dates are not listed on 
our Roster… please let me your dates so you can be included in 
the future.  
 

Marcia L. Gathright 
Service Director 

 
ARE YOU READY FOR A CHANGE? 

Michelle Haughey, PP, PLS 
 
 
The members at the September membership voted on the top three possible names as 
outlined in the September Brief on Appeal.  Below are the two finalists: 
 

KCLSA . . . the association for legal professionals 

Kansas City Legal Support Association 
 
 

At the November membership meeting will we vote on the top two so that we can come 
up with one name to be voted on at our annual membership meeting in February 2011. 
 
I look forward to seeing you on November 9. 



 

 

Education Report 

 

KCLSA’s hands-on Technology Seminar was a huge hit on October 1.  It was hosted by 
the Learning & Development Department at Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P.  The trainers 
were extremely knowledgeable and friendly and made everyone’s training experience 
very worthwhile.  The following is an e-mail that was sent out to the seminar’s 
participants which I would like to share with you.  The e-mail gives the results of the 
survey that the participants completed regarding the seminar.  We plan on having 
another Technology Seminar next year and thought that you would like to read the 
results of this survey so you can plan for next year’s seminar. 

Thank you for participating in KCLSA’s Technology Seminar which was conducted on 
October 1, and for completing the SurveyMonkey relating to the same.  Our main 
purpose was to identify your needs so we could target learning support for future 
KCLSA Technology Seminars.  

Approximately 50% of those surveyed responded and the summary is as follows: 

• 100% indicated they had a positive impression of the seminar 
• 100% indicated they thought the information provided was relevant to their role in 

the legal industry 
• 100% rated the hands-on training as excellent 
• 100% would recommend this seminar to other KCLSA members 
• 100% are interested in attending a follow-up seminar next year 
• 85.7% plan to use what they learned 

 
With your assistance, we identified additional topics for future KCLSA Technology 
Seminars:  

• Styles 
• PowerPoint Presentations 
• Mail Merge 
• Excel Advanced Features 
• Document Management 
• Track Changes 
• More on the same type of training 

 
Information regarding additional seminars will be provided as it is made available.  In 
the meantime, if there are questions we might answer for you, or if you think of 
additional learning you would like to see presented at future seminars, please feel free 
to e-mail me at mwarnecker@shb.com. 
 
Thanks again for your participation and input. 
 
 
 

mailto:mwarnecker@shb.com


 

 

 
 
Attorney Generals Across US Successful in Censoring Craigslist 
 
Author: MIcriminaldefense 
 
Modern technology has provided people with the ability to communicate with others around the 
world through the Internet. While there are various uses for the online world, not all web surfers 
are acting lawfully. Just ask any top criminal lawyer in Michigan, who has undoubtedly 
represented several individuals in recent years for computer and Internet crimes. 
 
The existence of a free, accessible, unfiltered, and unauthenticated network has changed the 
world entirely. Now, people can easily shop online, or keep in touch with friends and family half 
way across the world. However, as approximately five billion people regularly use the Internet, it 
is inevitable that some illegal activity will take place. 
 
To combat this, law enforcement and public officials nationwide are taking a firm stance against 
websites that are often hosts to questionable content. The most recent target is Craigslist, an 
online forum where users may post advertisements for anything from cars, jobs, and housing. 
Previously included on the website was an “Adult Services” category, which thousands of 
consenting individuals used to connect with others to engage in romantic or sexual relationships. 
 
While most of these postings were perfectly legal, some cases of sex trafficking and child abuse 
on Craigslist have been reported. Consequently, 17 Attorney Generals across the country 
(including Mike Cox of Michigan) sent a request to the website that they removed the adult 
services section, as they believed that it paved the way for the “victimization of children” online. 
 
This is not the first time that Craigslist has been directly attacked by law makers. For years, the 
owners of the website have been under immense pressure to curb illegal postings. Relentless 
political badgering prompted Craigslist owners to take down the infamous “erotic services” 
section, charge $10 per posting in adult services, and manually moderate each posting 
individually. Despite this, people continued to use the popular website for commission of child 
abuse and sex crimes. This can hardly seem out-of-the-ordinary, however, as the sheer volume of 
user submissions makes it inevitable that some illegal postings are bound to slip through. 
 
In response to the most recent letter from American Attorney Generals, Craigslist has again 
bowed to their demands by placing a “CENSORED” label over where the link used to be. 
 
Although the website creators are clearly bowing to pressure from politicians, United States law 
prevents them from being held accountable for illegal activity conducted on their forum. 
According to the Communications Decency Act (Section 230) passed in 1996, “providers of 
interactive computer service” are immune from state criminal prosecution for unlawful content 
posted by others. Therefore, while prosecutors can go after those publishing the illegal postings, 
they are unable to prosecute the website itself, as long as Craigslist complies with governmental 
requests and removes all postings that are known to be unlawful. 
 
Nonetheless, prosecutors have tried time and time again to hold websites accountable for their 
users.  However, Congress has repeatedly reaffirmed that websites do not have legal liability. In 



 

 

the 1997 case of Zeran v. America Online, Inc., the U.S. 4th Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that 
the protection was in place “to maintain the robust nature of Internet communication and, 
accordingly, to keep government interference in the medium to a minimum.” 
 
In attacking Internet websites like Craigslist, prosecutors are ignoring Congress’ clear intent to 
stay away from the online world. By unsuccessfully prosecuting online forums and websites, 
investigators are wasting valuable time that could be better spent going after actual sex criminals. 
In fact, such “requests” from law enforcement officials hinder the First Amendment right of free 
speech, while concurrently encouraging dangerous criminals to move to shadier websites–
ultimately making it increasingly difficult to find and prosecute the guilty parties. 
 
As more illegal activity online is reported, computer and Internet crimes have moved to center 
stage. Those accused of computer and Internet crimes will face tougher consequences in front of 
less sympathetic juries, possibly resulting in serious fines, probation, or jail time. To protect your 
rights, it is essential to contact top criminal attorneys in Michigan for assistance.  Doing so will 
be the first step in ensuring that your ability to speak and surf the web freely is protected. 
 
 
Article Source: http://www.goinglegal.com/attorney-generals-across-us-successful-in-censoring-
craigslist-2132417.html 
 
 

MARKETING CHAIRMAN 
Joyce Bassett, PP, PLS 

 
School Mailings 
 
In September, chapter brochures, membership application forms, and Technology Seminar 
registration forms were mailed to 14 schools in the Kansas City and surrounding areas. 
 
Bottled Water 
 
Cases of bottled water were purchased to be distributed as a marketing tool.  Labels with the 
KCLSA logo and website were printed and put on the bottles. 
 
A case of bottled water was made available at the Technology Seminar on October 1.  Since not 
all of the water was used at the seminar, some of it was given to Legal Training Course 
attendees. 
 
Court Observance Week 
 
On October 11, Marcia Gathright delivered a case of bottled water, chapter brochures, 
membership applications, and ink pens (with the KCLSA website on them) to the Missouri Court 
of Appeals Court Clerk’s Office. 
 
On October 12, a case of bottled water, chapter brochures, and membership application forms 
were delivered to the United States District Court Clerk’s Office in Kansas City, Kansas. 
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PLEASE JOIN 
THE KANSAS 
CITY LEGAL 

SECRETARIES 
ASSOCIATION 

(KCLSA) 
FOR ITS 

NOVEMBER 
MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING 
 

Date: Wednesday, November 9, 2011 
 

Time: Social 5:30 p.m.; dinner 6:00 p.m. 
 
Place: Bulldog 

 
Dinner: Your Choice—PLEASE SPECIFY   

Bulldog Club; French Dip; Grilled Chicken; or 
Veggie Sandwich  
Fries OR Salad 

  Dessert – Chef’s Choice 

Cost : $23 
 

Speaker: Travis Willingham, Esq. - The Sprits Can Rest 
- How Native American Lawyer settled 
decade-long dispute with state over ancient 
remains 

 
RSVP: Peggy Sullivan, PP, PLS, psullivan@shb.com by 

Friday, November 4, 2011 that you are 
attending  

mailto:psullivan@shb.com


 

 

 
PUBLICATION INFORMATION 

 
The Brief on Appeal is published by Kansas City Legal Secretaries Association (KCLSA).  The 
materials in The Brief on Appeal are provided for general information purposes only; they are not 
intended to, and do not constitute, legal advice.  For specific legal advice, readers are encouraged 
to consult with counsel of choice. 
 
Permission to reproduce material appearing in The Brief on Appeal must be obtained from the 
Editor.  KCLSA assumes no responsibility for the opinions on points of view expressed by 
contributors.  KCLSA endorses no item or service other than those under the auspices of the 
Association.  Subscription rate for non-members is $10 per year.  Annual dues for members 
include a subscription to The Brief on Appeal. 
 

Visit us on the web at www.kclsa.net  
 
 

 
 
 

JOIN US 
 

The Kansas City Legal Secretaries Association (KCLSA) is a multi-level association, 
affiliated with NALS, Region 6 and NALS of Missouri. 

 
Our organization is open to anyone who is employed in work of a legal nature. Dues are 

$135 (includes a $10 one time processing fee). 
 

Benefits include monthly issues of The Brief on Appeal newsletter from KCLSA, issues of 
The Briefcase from NALS of Missouri, and @Law from NALS. 

 
NALS members are eligible for discounts on a variety of goods and services such as 

insurance, travel services and rental cars. 
 

To receive membership information, contact KCLSA’s Vice President, Jaime Munoz, 
jmunoz@sls-law.com, (816) 931-0500.  Learn more about our multi-level association by visiting 

us at www.kclsa.net. 
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November 1 – December 31, 2011 ................................ Seussical, Crown Center Coterie Theatre 
November 2, 2011...................................... KCLSA Board of Directors Meeting (Shepherd Firm) 
November 3, 2011............................................................ Mayor’s Christmas Tree, Crown Center 
November 4, 2011........................................................................ First Friday, Crossroads District 
 .................................................................................................... Crown Center Ice Terrace Opens 
November 9, 2011......................................................... KCLSA Monthly Meeting – The Bulldog 
November 10 – January 20 ............................................... Game Show – New Theatre Restaurant 
November 11, 2011...................... Veterans Day Ceremony, WWI Museum @ Liberty Memorial 
November 13, 2011............................................................ Chiefs v. Broncos, Arrowhead Stadium 
November 18, 2011............................................................ Mayor’s Tree Lighting, Lee’s Summit 
November 18 – December 16, 2011 ...............................................Holiday Choirs, Crown Center 
November 19, 2011.......................................................... Zona Rosa Holiday Lighting Ceremony 
November 19 – December 26, 2011 ............................ A Christmas Carol, KC Repertory Theatre 
 ...................................................................................... Christmas in Son, Quality Hill Playhouse 
November 24, 2011.................................Thanksgiving;  Country Club Plaza Lighting Ceremony 
 ........................................................................................................ Santa’s Arrival, Crown Center 
November 26, 2011................................................. Breakfast with the Fairy Princess, Zona Rosa 
November 26, 12/3, 12/10, 12/17 .............. Whoville Holidays, The City Market, Downtown KC 
For more information on upcoming holiday events, check out www.visitkc.com  

http://www.visitkc.com/
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